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Romans 9:19-33 
 
 

Last Lesson Topics: 
 
A. The CHOICE of God 
 
ROMANS 9:7-8 NLT 
“Being descendants of Abraham doesn’t make them truly Abraham’s children. For 
the Scriptures say, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be 
counted,” though Abraham had other children, too. This means that Abraham’s 
physical descendants are not necessarily children of God. Only the children of the 
promise are considered to be Abraham’s children.” 
 
God is SOVEREIGN and our election is done within His sovereignty. It is God who 
has chosen us!!! 
 
 
B. The CHARACTER of God 
 
Exodus 9:1-16NLT 
“Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning and stand before 
Pharaoh. Tell him, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my 
people go, so they can worship me. If you don’t, I will send more plagues on you 
and your officials and your people. Then you will know that there is no one like 
me in all the earth. By now I could have lifted my hand and struck you and your 
people with a plague to wipe you off the face of the earth. But I have spared you 
for a purpose—to show you my power and to spread my fame throughout the 
earth.” 
 
God has created us with a purpose—His foreknowledge of our being and actions 
is incomprehensible!!!  
 



 
THE CREDIBILITY OF GOD (19-24) 
 
The CHALLENGE to God—CHALLENGE of God (Is God Good? Is God righteous?  
Does God play FAIR?) 
 
Romans 9:18-24 NLT 
“So you see, God chooses to show mercy to some, and he chooses to harden the 
hearts of others so they refuse to listen. Well then, you might say, “Why does God 
blame people for not responding? Haven’t they simply done what he makes them 
do?” No, don’t say that. Who are you, a mere human being, to argue with God? 
Should the thing that was created say to the one who created it, “Why have you 
made me like this?” When a potter makes jars out of clay, doesn’t he have a right 
to use the same lump of clay to make one jar for decoration and another to throw 
garbage into? In the same way, even though God has the right to show his anger 
and his power, he is very patient with those on whom his anger falls, who are 
destined for destruction. He does this to make the riches of his glory shine even 
brighter on those to whom he shows mercy, who were prepared in advance for 
glory. And we are among those whom he selected, both from the Jews and from 
the Gentiles.” 
 
 
 
WHY DOES GOD STILL FIND FAULT with humanity, if indeed He does harden the  
 
hearts of some, while some believe and receive Him as Lord and Savior??? 
 
 
The Apostle Paul offers the following admonishment: 
 
Romans 9:19-22 NLT 
“Well then, you might say, “Why does God blame people for not responding? 
Haven’t they simply done what he makes them do?” No, don’t say that. Who are 
you, a mere human being, to argue with God? Should the thing that was created 
say to the one who created it, “Why have you made me like this?” When a potter 
makes jars out of clay, doesn’t he have a right to use the same lump of clay to 
make one jar for decoration and another to throw garbage into? In the same way, 



even though God has the right to show his anger and his power, he is very patient 
with those on whom his anger falls, who are destined for destruction.” 
 
What gives God the right to act as He does toward humanity??? 
 
Genesis 2:7 NLT 
“Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed 
the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.” 
 
God is the Potter/Owner! As such, He can do whatever He wills, in His  
 
sovereignty , with that which He has made! 
 
 
The word FORMED in Genesis 2:7 has the same root word as potter. After the fall  
 
of mankind in Genesis, the clay God has to work with is marred! Though  
 
underserving of God’s salvation, God’s grace and mercy provided such for those  
 
who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Though God has the right to show  
 
forth His WRATH, he instead shows endurance and longsuffering to save  
 
persons.  
 
 
GOD, THE DIVINE POTTER, can choose any clay He desires, to make of them  
 
vessels of mercy, which is the case of the church (Jew and Gentile). For His  
 
ultimate glory, this was the purpose of God in displaying His glory. 
 
 
PREPARED for destruction (verse 22)—prepared themselves 
PREPARED beforehand for glory (verse 23)—He prepared 
 



 
THE CONSISTENCY OF GOD (9:25-33) 
 
Salvation has ALWAYS been by GRACE through FAITH alone!  
 
NOT BASED ON ETHNICITY (Israel ) 
“Concerning the Gentiles, God says in the prophecy of Hosea, “Those who were 
not my people, I will now call my people. And I will love those whom I did not love 
before.” And, “Then, at the place where they were told, ‘You are not my people,’ 
there they will be called ‘children of the living God.’”” 
Romans 9:25-26 NLT 
 
 
Romans 9:27-28 NLT 
“And concerning Israel, Isaiah the prophet cried out, “Though the people of Israel 
are as numerous as the sand of the seashore, only a remnant will be saved. For 
the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth quickly and with finality.”” 
Romans 9:27-28 NLT 
 
Isaiah 10:22-23 NLT 
“But though the people of Israel are as numerous as the sand of the seashore, 
only a remnant of them will return. The Lord has rightly decided to destroy his 
people. Yes, the Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, has already decided to 
destroy the entire land.” 
 
A. Context is that the Assyrian army is about to invade Israel. Paul’s  
application of this text is that of a “prophecy that a small portion of Israel  
being in the church with the majority rejecting Christ.” 
 
Grace and Mercy: 
 
If it were not for His grace and mercy, all of Israel would have been annihilated or 
destroyed!!!  
 
Isaiah 1:9 NLT 
“If the Lord of Heaven’s Armies had not spared a few of us, we would have been 
wiped out like Sodom, destroyed like Gomorrah.” 



 
 
Romans 9:31-33 NLT 
“But the people of Israel, who tried so hard to get right with God by keeping the 
law, never succeeded. Why not? Because they were trying to get right with God 
by keeping the law instead of by trusting in him. They stumbled over the great 
rock in their path. God warned them of this in the Scriptures when he said, “I am 
placing a stone in Jerusalem that makes people stumble, a rock that makes them 
fall. But anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced. 
 
A. The Jews have not been saved because they sought to gain salvation by  
keeping the Law rather than trusting God. Their efforts were based on a  
works-based theology rather than upon a faith-based theology. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION IS CONSISTENT! 
 
For the Jews, Christ was a stumbling block, for they expected and desired a 
roaring lion to provide them freedom, but God provided a Redeeming Lamb 
instead.  
 
Points to Ponder 
 
1. Salvation by Faith 
2. God has formed us. 
3. God is sovereign. 
4. Potter’s CHOICE 
 
LET’S PRAY 
 
 


